Abstract

This thesis focused on the discursive practices of school values and
rules in school life. With the combination of Ethnography and Critical
Discourse Analysis, I analyzed how the discourse of rules and values was
interpreted, internalized and negotiated by teachers and students through
the lens of visual distribution of the rules and values and daily
interactions and communications. I found that students localized and
recontextualized the rules and values in various activities. They
developed the sense of discipline, by which students could think and act
in ways that are personally advantageous and socially desirable.

Shaping a disciplined student is a process that the constructive
effects of discourse including textual function, identity function and
relational function work together to construct the meaning of a ‘good
student’. It doesn’t mean close down critiques of disciplinary procedures.
Students can produce rules and accept, negotiate on or reject the rules or
their consequences during the practice. I found that when teachers
intervened in a way interpreted as unfair, students could negotiate on or
resist the consequences with linguistic resources such as turn-taking rules,
code-shifting. Therefore, the practice of rules and values may contribute
to ‘democratization’ of discourse.
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