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Abstract

Family Language Policy (hereafter used FLP) is a heated topic in Sociolinguistics
in recent years. The process of globalization accelerating, the number of transnational
marriage families is increasing year by year. A series of researches about transnational
marriage families have been done at home and abroad, but there is still a lack of research
on the language policy of Chinese-foreign transnational marriage families.

Adopting ethnography as the research method, this thesis uses the theory proposed
by Curdt-Christiansen (2009) about FLP. Selecting three Chinese-foreign transnational
marriage families (hereafter used families) as the research objects (Chinese-German
family; Chinese-Polish family; Chinese-Belarusian family, respectively), this thesis
probes into three questions: (1) What is the language belief of the parents? (2) What are
the internal and external factors that affect their language belief? (3) What is the
characteristic and law of their language choice during family language practice?

The study finds that the language belief of the parents in these three cases shows
some commonalities: (1) They are so much concerned about the English learning result
of their children; (2) most of them hope that their children can develop excellent
multilingual capacity; (3) all these parents pay no attention to the education in dialects
of their mother tongues. Besides, the parents are prone to split on the mother language
education, which may lead to confrontations in the family. As for the factors that affect
their language belief, sociolinguistic factor, socioeconomic factor and parents’
expectations have the greatest impact on their language belief. Besides, the study also
reveals that parents’ personalities and their gender roles participate in their negotiation
of family language policies, and the foreign mothers living in the host country usually
face a lack of discourse power. As for the family language practice, the three families
represent three kinds of cooperation pattern of language education: the Chinese-
German family mixe three languages together and use them freely at home; the
Chinese-Polish family strictly follow the OPOL (One-Parent-One-Language) mode; the
Chinese-Belarusian family, however, decide to use only Chinese at home. The study
finds that the children’s language choice in family domain is mainly affected by four
factors: (1) the parents’ language choices and their language strategies; (2) the
communicational purpose of the children and their judgement about the linguistic

identity of the addressee; (3) the children’s multilingual proficiency, especially their
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lexical resources and cognitive capacities; (4) the influence of the external environment,
and the effects of the Internet have been increasingly evident and significant.

In the local context, this study explores the formulation, implementation, effects
and influencing factors of FLP in Chinese-foreign transnational marriage families with
a focus on the language choice of parents and children during the family practice. In
this way, the study vividly presents a comprehensive portrayal of their family language
life. In addition, the in-depth analysis of the language belief and language practice of
native and non-native parents provides new understandings of language power and

language value in FLP research.
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